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Editorial 

Drugs, yoUth and the 
U.S. presidency 
The Uhited States had only a 

few |months left to decide 
whether we shall launch a political 
battle to Wipe out the drug plague, 
or let the forces behind ijhe drug 
plague destroy our posterity. 
These are the stark choibes that 
confront our republic as we enter 
the summer 1980 convention sea­
son, and prepare to select pur next 
President 

Under the lenient policies of the 
Carter administration, the use of 
"recreational mind altering sub­
stances" is estimated to pave tri­
pled. One reason for this is the 
direct activity, abetted by the lib­
eral media, of the dope lobby, 
whose personnel and stringpullers 
this issue of War on Dru\gs docu­
ments, A second, deeper but relat­
ed reason is that our nation in 1980 
has lost its sense of moral purpose. 
Our government has been unable 
to give American youth 4 positive 
reason l|o care about their own 
future ajid to be proud off the con­
tribution they can makje to the 
world. 

It was with these two intercon­
nected causes of the drug plague in 
mind that we asked th^ leading 
presidential candidates to answer 
some straight questions on drug 
abuse and drug enforcement. We 
think that the drug issued provides 
an accurate litmus test of a man's 
fitness t6 lead the nation; 
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Simply from the standpoint of 
the candidate's position on decri­
minalization, our questionnaire 
would seem to have narrowed the 
choice for serious antidrug fight­
ers to two: GOP frontrunner Gov. 
Reagan, and Mr. LaRouche, the 
Democratic "dark horse." Ted 
Kennedy's protest that S.1722 (his 
Criminal Code bill) is "not decri­
minalization" contradicts his own 
frequently stated policy and the de 
facto measures contained in the 
bill (see our Legislative Calender). 

Jimmy Carter could have modi­
fied his position in the light of the 
devastating medical evidence 
against marijuana presented to 
Congress last winter—but chose to 
stick with his 1977 prodecriminal-
ization stance. The nation knows, 
to its sorrow, what the effects of 
Carter's policy have been. 

A typical sample of the drug 
lobby's sophistry is demonstrated 
by Congressman Anderson's re­
sponse to our question on decri­
minalization, where he entertains 
the possibility that somehow de­
criminalization of the substance 
might help keep it out of the hands 
of adolescents and pregnant wom­
en! 

We have heard this argument 
before; it was resoundingly dis­
proved by the 300 percent rise in 
marijuana consumption by New 
York high school youth after that 
state decriminalized in 1977, a re­
sult attested to in a little publi­
cized state report. Little wonder 
that in May of this year, the se­
miofficial drug lobby NORML told 
War on Drugs that John Anderson 
(heavily funded at the time by 
NORML funder Stewart Mott), 
was their current favorite among 
the presidential candidates. 

Epidemic continues 
Despite the well documented 

hideous effects of illegal drugs on 
our youth—a fact bitterly experi­
enced by nearly every American 
family today—those of you who 
keep a sharp eye on the liberal 
press may have noticed a renewed 
push for legalization of these sub­
stances. 


