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Part I, New Astronomy write-up


An experiment has begun within the ranks of the LaRouche Youth Movement.  For several decades, Lyndon LaRouche has been in the public eye requesting and demanding that policy makers and leading members of society come to grips with the profundity of his unique discovery, as it pertains to physical economics as a science.  They did not.  As a direct result of that refusal, the world is now experiencing very turbulent and frightening situations in the arenas of economics, social organization and international affairs.  Many nations right now, and the social systems that would not persist without them, are in the process of actually disintegrating.  To fix these problems requires real leadership; a committment to the future and the moral and intellectual capacity to craft new policies and see through their implementation.  To fill the vacuum of leadership now and into the future, LaRouche has commissioned an in depth, thorough reworking of one of Johannes Kepler’s major published works: The New Astronomy, this being the work in which what’s now called the principle of gravitation was first elaborated.  The outcome of the experiment is still yet to be determined, as you, the reader, have just been made a part of it, along with every other person that comes into contact with a committed LaRouche Youth Movement member. 

As Kepler states even before starting Chapter 1, the New Astronomy is not about astronomy.  “The scope of this work is not chiefly to explain the celestial motions, for this is done in the books on Sphearics and on the theories of the planets.  Nor yet is it to teach the reader, to lead him from self-evident beginnings to conclusions, as Ptolemy did as much as he could.  There is a third way…that is, an historical presentation of my discoveries.”  Up through the time of the writing of the New Astronomy, very many theories of planetary motion had been put forward, some more useful for observational and theoretical astronomy than others.  Here, though, before the reader even begins to get into the subject matter of the book, Kepler states that the work will not be about astronomy, but about the discovery of a physical principle that acts universally by an individual human being, and then the communication of that discovery to other individuals.  The third aspect: the individual replication of that discovery, on a mass scale, within one and the same social process.  Hence the experiment; the first of its kind human history.  

Kepler tells the reader that his first passion was that of philosophy and theology, and that it was only by a series of chance occurrences that brought him to take up the discipline of astronomy.  His attempts to make sense of the relationship between man, God and the created universe, in the arena of astronomy, was the constellation of events and intentions that ended up producing the New Astronomy.  


The work is split into 5 parts, the first being the one that Kepler sees as a “necessary body of instruction;” it actually serves to build the platform upon which the rest of his presentation will be based.  The first thing that he does is to recount the manner in which astronomy arose among men.  There were two distinct periods in the development of early astronomy, separated by the introduction of a concept.


First, all the motions of the heavens were seen as one.  The motion of the fixed stars was mixed with the motions of the moon, the wandering stars (planets) and the day time motion of the sun.  What that means is that for the astronomer, there was recognized no distinction between the motions of the sun, the moon, the nightly movement of the spherically appearing arrangement of fixed stars and the planets.  All were one.  Kepler remarks that “this first adumbration of astronomy explains no causes, but consists solely of the experience of the eyes, extremely slowly acquired.  It cannot be explained in figures or numbers, nor can it be extrapolated into the future, since it is always different from itself, to the extent that no spiral is equal to any other in elapsed time, and none carries over into the next with a curvature of the same quantity.”  He then says that it became very helpful to astronomers to recognize that this one, complex common motion was actually the result of many simple motions: that of the sun, which is distinct from that of the moon, those two being separate but related to the nightly motion of the fixed stars over head, and finally the individual planetary motion.  These we called the proper motions of those bodies, which are distinct from, and actually produce their common motion.  

This change in the way that the motions were viewed is actually inseparable from the change in the way that astronomers were able to think about the observed phenomena.  Through this new method, created by the introduction of an ordering concept, which gave astronomers the ability to observe the motion that belonged to specific planets, new questions arose.  Now that the individual planetary motions were able to be considered, themselves and in relation to the individual motions of the sun, a new confusion arose.  And with it, a new capability for man to ask a higher order, more precise class of questions respecting the celestial motions, and the causes.  Now, through a heightened application of the sense of sight, an application now aided by memory and reason, a new class of anomalies came about that could now be scrutinized.  It was under these conditions that the principal phenomena and related conceptions that Kepler hones in on in the New Astronomy were observed and treated. 
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